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, Some Social and Economic Trends 
| in Lebanon County 


N. M. Grier, Pu. D.* 


“A complex and expanding technology” remarks a recent 
number of PENNSYLVANIA PLANNING, (1) eons a new 
and realistic approach to government. Governnfent must 
either become efficient public management of our common 
store of resources and capacities, be displaced by some alien 
system, or yield to destructive confusion. As-to the nature 


and direction of public planning for the utilization of these 


resources, the desires and expectations of people must— 
under any scheme of. self-government—provide -the final 
decisive word. Planning cannot accomplish its highest good 
by coercing people, however adroitly, into the mere acceptance 
of finer social values and standards handed. down. ready 
made, from above. There must be the product of a natural 
and self-generated growth among the people themselves. 
Here, then, is a major problem of public planning—how to 
preserve the sovereignty of the people without sacrificing 
progress, which must be faced with intelligence, courage and 
patience, remembering always that planning is for people.” 


It is unfortunate that at times some may associate plan- 
ning programs with the tenets of a particular political party, 
and to their disadvantage. That no such group can claim 


*Paper read before the Lebanon County Historical Society, Dec. 17, 
1937. 


(1) PENNSYLVANIA PLANNING. October 1937. Issued by 
the Pennsylvania State Planning Board, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 
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special prerogatives in the matter is shown by the important 
programs for the conservation of our forests during the 
administrations of Theodore Roosevelt and Gifford Pinchot, 
from which the nation and the state; are just beginning to 
cbtain the benefits. a 
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Granted, then, the wisdom of planning for the people. we 
have first the task of taking stock of certain economic and 
social trends which are basic to any planning economy. For 
example, it is known that many of our public school systems, 
throughout the country, now have empty desks in the primary 
grades as a consequence of expansion programs developed 
ten years ago, and it is estimated that by 1940 there will be 
cne million fewer grade school children. Recognizing the 
progressive intentions of such school systems, we must also 
admit the possibility that unnecessary expenditure of public 
funds has taken place. for it can be anticipated that the age 
distribution of the population in this State will more and more 
rapidly move toward the higher age levels. Further illustra- 
tive of the need for comprehensive planning, is the idle 
factory space which one notes from time to time. Bigger and 
better business may place upon consumption an increasing 
deadweight of excess plants facing diminishing markets. 
Additionally, as regards employment trends, the industrialist 
who is concerned with the disappearance of cheap labor 

markets, may overlook the fact that mechanical power’ is 

rapidly. replacing man power as a source of greater profit. 
Finally, should we not b@ more concerned with.regard to the 
status of Agriculture, the most basic and necessary of all the 
industries? With this introductory discussion, we turn to 
some consideration of the trends of the population, agri- 
culture, industry and of employment in Lebanon Cgunty as 
digested from the state and Federal publications for the years 

® indicated and embracing the available data up until this time. 
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Population Trends in Lebanon 


County 
(1910-1930) 


Planning is concerned with population trepds in that the 
latter enters into it on both the supply and*demand side of 
the economic equation, for the population is both producer 
and consumer. Wealth is produced by labor and skill. The 


patterns for consumption are set by social values and stan- 
dards of living. 


The. population of Lebanon County (2) increased 13.6% 
between 1910-1920 or from 55, 565 to 63,152. Apparently, 
it is now approaching, in conformity with what is considered 
by some to be a world wide trend, a saturation point which 
will be reached in the vicinity of 1942, for the increase from 
1920-1930 was only 5.8% or from 63.152 Co” O7 Ly toes lta is 
interesting to note that this change is occurring not as a 
result of scarcity of the commodities of life. but rather in the 
face of increasing plenty as will easily be inferred from the 
section of this paper on agriculture. Familiar as we have been 
with economic changes during the past few years, we may not 
realize that such changes mean population changes also. 





2. 13th, 1910; 14th, 1920; 15th, 1930: Census of the United States. 

opulation Bulletins, Pennsylvania, Composition and Characteristics of 
the Population. U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. - 

3. Pennsylvania Crop -and Livestock Reports, 1927-36, inclus. Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Agriculture, Harrisburg, Pa. 

4. “Productive Industries of Pennsylvania”, 1916-33 inclus. State. 
County and Municipal Comparisons. Department of Internal Affairs, 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Harrisburg, Pa. 
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Between 1910-1930, the male population increased from 
29,850 to 33,114, a gain of 10.9%. (While it increased 3.5% 
between 1910-1920, it arose approximately that fast between - 
1920-1930.) The female populafion grew from 29,715 to | 
33,989 from 1910-1930; a gain of 14.3%. (Between 1910-. 
1920 the gain was 8.2%, or from 29,715 to 32,175. From 
1920-1930 the increment was lower, .32,175 to 33, 989 or 
5.6%.) In our existing social complex, it was inevitable that 
the surplus of the female population would tend to slowly 
replace the males-in many walks of. life. Hence, under the 
present conditions, the type of industries persisting in Leba- 
non County will be partly determined by this fact. In the 
State, as a whole, however, the sexeS are approximately 
equal in numbers. a oe 
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The advantages of the sturdy Pennsylvania German labor 
and its natural adaptation with regard to the long, hard pull, 
have undoubtedly been an inducement in persuading some 
manufacturers to locate in Lebanon County; hence, the 
trends of the population so far as the native born whites are> 
concerned, is of special interest, since they make up the bulk 
of the population. For 1910 and 1930, respectively,. the 
totals given are 55,595 and 64,324, representing an increase 
of 15.2%. By 1920 the native whites. had increased 8.2% to 
a i 60,714. However, during the next ten years it is evident that 
i the rate of increase is-lower, or 6.8%. This fact correlates 
i well with what we now know of the high standard of living 
between 1920-1930. ~ 
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It would seem, then, that the birth rate of the native white 

stock is falling and the latter must inevitably be replaced, 

unless this fall is checked, by newer elements in thé€’population 

: as derived from immigration. In fact this has already 

ad occurred in the larger cities. Accordingly, data concerning 

the foreign born white population of Lebanon is of signi- 

i ~ ficance. Listed as 3,573 individuals in 1910, it had fallen to 

i ¢ ; 2360 1930, a decrease. of 37%. However, the loss was 
i 
] 
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greatest between 1910 and 1920, when it fell from 3753 to ae 
2667 or 29%. During 1920-1930 the decrease was only 11%. : 
Restriction of immigration, of course, has resulted in the ob 
exclusion of foreign born mothers, possessing a greater a 
fertility, and a longer child-bearing period than that of the a 


native whites. In turn, these reflect the reduced birth rate, es 
rate of change and the age composition of the general | 
population. q 


Further complicating the situation is the fact that the 

birth rate of the foreign born population is declining more . 
rapidly than that of the negro population The increase of - 
the latter in Lebanon County from-1910-1930 was Eomy215 = 
to 239 or 37%. (This was greatest in the period from 1910- i 
1920 or 41%.) During the second ten years, the gain was af 
7%. Races other than negro or white were represented by : 
only two individuals in 1910; 7 in 1920; 90 in 1930. Relatively uf 
low wage scales in a given community are a factor which may Ya 
result in the introduction of negro labor.- ; . 




















Of importance is-the fact that the urban population grew | 
from 32.3% in 1910 to 44.7% in 1920 and- 48.4% in 1930. 
Correspondingly, the rural population which was 67.7% .of 
the total in 1910, fell to 55.3% by 1920 and to 51.6% by 
1930. Here, from one angle, one could project our rural 
young men_and women seeking opportunities away from 
home and finding them in the city. 


_In the City of Lebanon, the greatest increase in population 
during the 20 years considered was from 1910 to 1920, or | wee 
from 19,240 to 24,643, an increase of 28%. Between 1920 he: 
to 1930, it increased by only 3.7% but the total increase 
between 1910 and 1930 was 32.8%, the total population being 
25,561. In Annvillé-Township, there was a 20.7%. increase} 
between 1910 and't930 or from 2,482 to 2997. The Town-' 
ship grew almost twice as rapidly between 1920 ‘and.1930 es 
as it did between 1910 and 1920. Between:.1920-1930 the ines 
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population of Myerstown increased 8.3%; Annville, 12%: 

1: Palmyra 20%; Richland 13.2%; Jonestown, 7.5%. If what 

it kas been stated concerning the trends of population is found - 

d to hold, these communities of L@banon County cannot be H 
expected to grow much larger. Yet it is in them that we musta 
hope new industries for Lebanon County will locate. Abund- 
ant room exists in Lebanon County for such additional 
population as may be attracted to it. The number of inhabi- 
tants per square mile is 186.4 or 28.4 persons less than the 

a average for the state. 
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In Pennsylvania as well as in other industrial states, the 
population is seen to be moving from both rural and urban 
sources toward the satellite communities, and the outer 
suburbs of the great cities. This trend is very definite in the 
eastern part of the State. Novga further lengthening of life 
expectancy may be expected through better medical care and 
health control. In view of thissand other statements already 
madg, there may be much greater need in the future: for 
; broad social provision for adolescents and relatively, less need- 
= of cafe of younger children, both because of the- declining 
proportion of young people in the total population, and 
because of expanding services for keeping families and 
children together under favorable conditions. Moreover, the 
patterns of production and consumption will change in 
response to older age groups. May it not be expected, then, 
that old age retirement plans will take preference over child 
labor législation? May not even the recreational facilities of 
communities assume the aspect of conversative maturity? 
Such changes in the composition of the population may 
counteract in part at least the evil of unemployment, and thus 
ae . simplify the problems of those for whom’ life myst begin at 

forty. 
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Mental Health in Lebanon County 
(1922-1936) . 


deed 


An unfortunate trend of the populatian of Lebanon County 
at this time warrants some comment. Reports of the State 
Welfare Department and data from the office of the County 
Commissioners covering the past ten years, indicate that 
Lebanon County, one of the seventeen Sixth Class Counties 
in the State, has 278 patients in the State Hospitals for the 
Insane. While the average of the total population in State 
Hospitals from Sixth class Counties is 5.9%; that of-Leba- 
non is 6.9% at the. present time. 1Does not this indicate a 
trend which should be carefully watched, for the number of 
patients in, these state institutions has been increasing up to 
the present time? Patients cared for privately are not included 


in the percentages given. 


The approximate cost of the maintenance of a patient in 
a State Hospital is $6.00 per week exclusive of capital outlay. 
Thus, the cost for maintenance alone of Lebanon County 
patients in these institutions is approximately $66,000 per 
year, of which $28,000 in 1936 was paid directly by County 
funds, the rest by the State. Additionally, the County had 
at least 41 natives in the State Hospitals for Mental Defec- 
tives and Epileptics+ A large.number of patients have not 
been institutionalized because of the long waiting list, due in 
turn to the present overcrowding of the State facilities for, 
their care. While it is encouraging to know that~50% of 


those admitted to the State Hospitals are eventually returned 

ee ee ) 
1 The sixth class Counties with their population at the last census are! 

Armstrong, 79,298;\Bucks, 96,727; “Butler, 80,480; Carbon, 63,380; \ 


Clearfield, 86,727; . Crawford, 62,980; Cumberland, 68;236; .' Franklin. a 


65,010; Indiana,. 75,395:\Jefferson,. 53,114; Lawrence, ‘97,528; Lebanon, 
67,103; 1% comings a3 24D McKean, 2: 167; = Metter: ee Seated 


80, 764; Venango 637226. : ena: e 








126 LEBANON County Historicat Society 


to their homes, it is quite clear that preventative measures can @ 
considerably reduce this expenditure. on. the part of the 


: County. As a part of these might be mentioned additional - 

' instruction in mental hygiene in she public schools. t 
HS 4 
§ The causes of mental illness are too complex andtoomany* {| 
| 


4 to be considered in detail at this place, but the nature of some 
of them, such as the hereditary complex, contagious, includ- 
ing veneral diseases, alcohol, the stress and strain of modern 
life, personality maladjustments, etc., indicate the necessity 
for additional social legislation, guidance clinics, as well as 
further popular education on the subject. In the case of 
: mental deficiency, little can be done except to segregate these 
unfortunate people in institutions where they may; be taught 
a trade, and possibly thus become partially self-supporting at 
least. In this connection, the projected enlargement at this — 
time of the various State’ institutfons is very encouraging. 
























Identifying such handicapped persons should start even 
earlier than the public schools, or juvenile courts and in child 
guidance clinics from whence they should pass to special . 
schools for the purposes which have beén indicated. Leba- 

- non City has had such a school for some years. Certainly, 
the jestablishment of special schools for the County school 
children should not be delayed, for the statistical expectation 
is that 1% of the school population is feeble-minded; 5% 
border line cases. On this basis we may expect to find 73 
feeble-minded school children in the county in addition to 
about 400 border line cases. 


It is hoped with the appointment of : ‘a public school 
psychologist for the County schools in 1939, that special 
; schools will shortly follow. The fact is that many a child, 
re ae in Lebanon County and elsewhere, whose parentsor teach- 
bog ers were deprived of the services of a psychologist, has gone 
ee through life -badly handicapped,: and. therefore. misunder- 
: stcod, through. defects which science can now, remedy. This 
in “turn has. increased the public expense, through | added 
court costs. , 
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Agricultural Trends in Lebanon Co. Z 
(1910-1930) 
liad : oa 
oF 
“A century ago the predominant industry in Pennsyl- 4 
vania was Agriculture, which required the labor of ‘some Be 
four-fifths of the working population to p ovide a little more yi Mea 
than the basic necessities of life. In contrast to that, at the 

last official census, only.6.7% of the gainful workers were - ae 2 eee 
engaged in agriculture; while 46.1% were engaged in man- ay 
ufacturing, mechanical industries, or the extracting of coal . se 


ah ae 


and other minerals.” (5) We, may accordingly “ask what 





the situation is in’ Lebanon County today with regard to 3 3 
Agriculture, and the answertinvolves the-study. of the Statis- pee 
tics of over twenty years on the changing methods, products a 
and modes of the farmers’ life. Hae 7 
- _Highly significant conclusions may be taken from the — ot 
available data. (2, 3.) Recalling that the rural * population a 
of the County. diminished from 67.7% to 51.6% between j 


1910 and 1930, 35.1% of the latter was rural non-farming, + ie | 
leaving the purely farm population to be':16.5%. In 1930, 2S | 
and in the nation as a whole, the farming population ac- , 
counted for only 24.8% of the total population, and 24.5% — ne | 
of all employables. Briefly, not only jis the country losing oe! 
out to the town, but agricultural population is being trans- {| 
formed into non-agricultural population’ by industrial decen~ Sed | 
tralization and improved transportation service. He 


While Lebanon. County would be:still clagsifiéd “as rurdl, 
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is indicated by the decrease in the number of farms in oper- 


ation between 1910-1930, from 2525 in 1910 to 2268 in 


1936, or 10.1%, although there were 2372 farms listed in~ 


1920 and 2429 in 1925. At thf present time, the County 
stands 42nd among the 67 Counties of the State with regardk 
to the number of its farms. In meeting the point which is 


involved, it has been said that the decline in farm popula-- 


tion, ‘may readily be interpreted to reflect the increased 
productivity of better soil treatment and the use of farm 
machinery, as to reflect any squeezing out of farm population 
by population pressure upon the land.” 


It is of additional interest to note that the percentage of 
tenancy on the farms fell from 35.6% in 1910 to 25.7% in 
1930. This is encouraging insofar as it may indicate that a 
larger number of owners are aerating their farms in recent 
years, possibly in part due to a, back to the farm” movement 
originating through the depression. On the other hand, the 
acreage under cultivation during this period dropped from 
148, 50 to 117,667, a loss of 27.6% and representing sources 
of capital which may be, on the-whole, deteriorating. Such 
a situation doesnot affect Lebanon County alone./ It is 
known, for example, that crop areas in Pennsylvania began 
to shrink thirty years ago, and the decline of farm population, 
therefore, need not mean any appreciable curtailment of food 
stuffs or other farm products which are needed. The County 
at the present time, with an average acreage of 69.4 for each 
farm, fanks 49th in the state with regard té the size of its 
farms. 


The situation as regards agriculture in Lebanon County 
is, of course, but a phase of its nation wide plight: In what 


ways may industrial or business interests be directly affected » 


by it? Graphs indicating the distribution of farm conveniences 
in 1 Lebanon oes over the years, 1927-1934, (*)} show a 


* At the time this was written, the section of the State Crop and ~- 


Livestock Report for ERIE dealing with farm conveniences had not 
been issued. 
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decided decrease in the number of telephones reported from 
the farms. In fact, after the high year of 1931, they were 
back in 1934 to the 1927 level. Very few bath rooms seem to 
have been installed in the farm houses between 1930 and 
1934, the latest year of the State statistics on the subject. On 
the other hand, the installation of running water has 
markedly increased between 1927-1934: heating systems 
decidedly so, while the demand for radios, which was stil] 
slowly increasing, was the greatest of all. The number of 
gas engines on the farms in Lebanon County reached a new 
level in 1931 and was steadily growing. The use of elec- 
tricity, and therefore electrical appliancesfhad a sharp upward 
trend despite other economic effects of the depression. The 
potential market for trucks showed a steady growth, 
although that for tractors was slower for reasons which will 
become clear.- Apparently, the building of silos was at a 
standstill, while fewer separators were in use in [934 than 
in 1927. “The preceding cgnvinces us, however, -that the 
standard of living among some of those remaining on the 
farms has become higher since 1927, and indicates a growing 
appreciation of time and labor-saving devicés*. - The other 
side of the picture, according to a government report (6) is 
that the average income of the agricultural worker, already 
low as compared with that of other wage earners ($1466). 
fell from $649 in 1927 to $311 in 1933, rising to $376 in 
1935. Correspondingly, the index of cost of living fell from 
100 to 47.5, rising to 57.9 in 1935. The average annual 
earnings for the farming and farm labor groups between 
1926-36 are recently reported as $580 and $485 respectively 
(7). . ¢ 


* Mr. A. C. Berger, County Agent, comments that the farm labor 
problem has brought many up-to-date machines to the farm, and with it. 
a heavy overhead expense in investment and repair. Farmers should‘ 
spend time in the study of the selection, care and operation: of ‘the farm » 
equipment, Ot eee ‘: ee a | 

6. National Income. in the-United States, 1929-35,:U.- S. Dept: of 
Commerce, Dept. of Conimerce Bureau of Domestic and Foreign Com. 

-merce, Washington, D, C.:1936..0 20 tena: 3 

7. Life Earnings in: selected. occupations in -the- United 

F. Clark. Harper and Bros.,’New York.) 4°.) 2 t 
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$1,493.530 
881,319 
1,114,568 
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382,720 
584,020 
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Potatoes 
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Winter Wheat 
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1932 
1933 
1927 
1929 
1932 
1933 
1936 


1930 
1932 


~ 1931 


1927 
1929 
1933 
1936 


1933. 
1936 


1929 
1932 
1936 
1927 
1929 
1933 
1936 


1954 
1935 
1936 


1932. 
1933 
_. 1934. 





Lebanon County; Agriculture 


Valuations of Field Crops and Fruits. 


- Years with Maximum, Minimum and Mean (nearest year) 
followed by those for 1927, 1929, 1932, 1933, 1936. 


AGRONOMICAL INDUSTRIES. 
~ 1929 


$ 843,400 
166,070 

- 422,209 
505,905 

- 843,400 
166,070... 
443,250 - 
671,860 


$ 19,810 - 


$ 812,430 
221,430 
588,345 
780,308 
812,430 
394,590 
568,860 


$2,635,880 - . 
3.022.270 
3.628.950. 


‘$1,162 
1333 
1600 
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HORTICULTURAL IN DUSTRIES 


Apples 1929 »$..135,710) | Peaches 1936 $ 64,890 
1926 107,237 1927 38,511 
1927 75,446 1927 33,441 

1929 135.710 -1929 88,700 ae i 

1932 57,380 1932 22,030 ae 

195, 85,650 1933 23,980 
1936 128,150 1936 64,890 
Cherries ee dacs 9 2,64 Pears 1936 $ 9,280 
1935 4,760 1935 6,048 
1936 6,110 1927 5,184 
1929 5.930 
Grapes 19345 $4 V3!150 1932 2,940 
1935 3,590 i 1933 3,930 
_— 1936 9,280 


Is this higher standard of living on some of the farms, as 
inferred from the available Statistics, reflected in a greater 
concern for the conservation and fertility of the land? While 
the amount of lime used wag as high in 1934 as it was in 
1927 and 1928, the lean years in between saw much less of it 
purchased for farm use.. The drop in the amount of fertilizer 
used was most startling, a decrease of 18% in 1931 and 1934 
as compared with the amount used in 1927. OF interest in 
this connection are the interpretations of the statistical data 
on the livestock. It was found that the number of- horses 
and colts markedly decreased since 1927, although commenc- 
ing with 1934 they have an upward trend. Until 1935, {hs 
mules and mule colts remained practically stationary in | 
numbers during the period considered. Milk cows and 
heifers in 1937 are at least 27% more numerous than they 
were in-1927, and all other cattle show an increase of 64% in 
the time indicated. Sheep have increased nearly 146% from ¥ 
1927-1934 but the number reported then was only 1800.-By aoe | 5 
1933, and possibly in consequence of the Agricultural Adjust, Ee 
ment Administration. program, the number of -swine ha 
dropped by about-50% to approximately 12,340: falling still | 
further to 10,610 in 1936, a loss of 22% over 1927. Thus it 
is possible that the drop in the amount of. fertilizer” used " 
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1 increased use of manure. The latter, however, does not 
supply superphosphates or certain other essential substances 
4 as does the best commercial fertilizers. (* ) 

4 


1929 was an excellent year in Benanon County for many of 
its agricultural products, (Table I and II) but it was not the 
best year in every case. Climatic and economic conditions 
produced fluctuations in all of them over the period con- 
sidered (1927-36), but if we list the commodities in the 
order of their average value for the entire period, we find 
that milk leads followed closely by all cattle, then milk cows 
and heifers, corn, tame hay, winter wheat, eggs, horses and 
colts, potatoes, chickens, mules and mule colts, oats, swine, 
apples, peaches, butter, rye, sheep, pears, honey, hives of : 
bees, wool and buckwheat. When‘grouped-by the values for 
1936, we find that milk is first, and then all cattle, milk cows: 
and heifers, corn, potatoes, eggs, winter wheat, tame hay, 
horses and colts, chickens, mules and mule’ colts, oats, barley, 
swine, apples, peaches, farm butter, tobacco, rye, sheep, pears, 
honey, cherries, hives of bees, grapes, wool and. buckwheat— 
27 preducts as compared with the 23 listed in earlier State 
reports. Comparison of the data basic to these lists, indi- 
cates that for 1936 the valuation of the following is above that 
of the nine year average period, viz., milk, milk cows and 
heifers, corn, potatoes, eggs, horses and colts, chickens, 
mules and mule colts, oats, apples, peaches, sheep, pears, 
honey. The following are below: all cattle, winter wheat, 
tame hay,4wine, butter, rye, hives of bees, wool, buckwheat. 
With regard to their relative standings on the lists, the eggs 
and potatoes produced are above that of the previous ten 
years, while winter wheat, tame hay, horses and colts are 
below. When allowance is made for the ‘introduction of 
} such products as grapes, cherries, tobacco, and. barley in 
-- >. @ later State reports, it is found that each item on the rest of 
the list maintained in 1936 its relative prominence for the past 
LS ten years. ste 
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* Mr. A. C. Berger, County Agent, writes of a tendency among the 
farmers to apply‘too little fertilizer of a high phosphorus content. 
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TABLE II | 
Lebanon County Agriculture 
Valuations of Livestock and Livestock Products 
(1926-1936) 


nan nw wane 


Years with Maximum, Minimum and Mean (with nearest 
year to mean) followed by those for 1927, 1929, 
1932719501936) 


DAIRY HUSBANDRY IN DUSFRIES 


Milk Cows and 1930 $1,340,310 Milk 1936 $1,817,140 
Heifers - 1933 672,000 - — 1932 1,103,860 
1931 1,000,342 1927 1,584,160 

1927 ~~ 841,080 1927 =1,613,230 

1929 1,261,480 1929 1,771,670 

1932 935.220 1932 1,763,090 

1936 = 1,470,960 1933 1,771,670 

: 1936520], 8175100 

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY INDUSTRIES 

Bee Hives 1928 $ 7,850 Farm Butter 1927 $ ~64,707 
1934 4,060 - 1935 11,120 

1935 4,053 1931 35,362 

1927 7,140 1929 53,300 

1929 6.650 1932 25,100 

1932 5,080 1933 23,940 

1936 3,990 1936 13,910 

All Cattle 1930 $2,212,080 Chickens 1930 $ 401,600 
1935 =: 1,136,500 1932 303,980 ~ 

1936 §=1,576,946 1935 327,143 

1927 1,290,940 1927 396.630 

1929  2,061;770 1929 391,340 

1932 1,179,780 1932 276,620 

1933 1,136,500 1933 218,550 

1936 1,473,200 1936 352.610 
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Horses and 1936 $ 476.010 Mules and 1936 $ 349,440 
Colts 1932 244,010 Mule Colts 1933 242,760 
1930 427,032 1926 278,793 
1927 438,000 1927 243,960 
1929 439.950 f 1929 276,080 
1932 244,060 1932 245,220 
1933 304,110 1936 349,400 
1936 476.010 
Sheep 1931 $ 14,200 
Swine 1928 ©$9335.620 1933 6,270 
1933 69,110 1932 9,820 
1930 156,135 1927 8,470 
1927 247,300 1929 10,580 
1929 - 179,280 1932 9,800 
1932 101,900 1933 6,270 
1933 6,910 1936 11,330 
1936 135,280 
Wool 1936 $ 2420 . 
1932 1170 
1934 2255 
1927 1730 
1929 2090 j 
1932 1170 
1933 1640 
1936 2230 


However, winter wheat, rye and tame hay as estimated for 
1937 are not far from the average production at the present 
time. . Buckwheat has never been a very abundant crop jin 
Lebanon County, and although it is thought that the 1937 
crop will be only 50% of that of 1927, production is slowly 
increasing. It is of especial interest to note that while the 
cultivation of tobacco in the County has consistently declined 
until the acreage of 1934. was but 14 of that of 1929, a slight 
increase hag taken place and the valuation of the crop, in re- 
sponse to Government economic measures, is much higher. 
Even before 1929, the manufacture of butter was gradually 
declining, about 67% less butter having been made in 1936 
than in 1927. Preliminary estimates indicate’ that the value 


_of horses and mules will be greater in 1937 than for any 
_ year considered. In contrast, at this writing, it is reported 


that the number of horses and colts in the United States is 
declining at a rapid rate. The number of swine in the 
County, which had severely fallen in-response-to the A. A. A. 
program, is thought to have definitely increased in 1937. On 
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the other hand, the production of milk has been constantly 
rising. (*) A very few dollars separate the valuations of 
wool and hives of bees for 1936 and the average period. 


Grouping the commodities in the lists for convenience, we 
may say that Agronomic Industries (field crops) led in 1936 
with a valuation of $3,517,800: Dairy Husbandry Industries 
(milk, butter, milk cows and heifers) are next at $3,220,080: 
Animal Husbandry Industries (all other livestock and live- 
stock products) $1,328,660; Horticultural Industries (fruits ) 
$212,020. In a word, Animal Industry is predominant in the 
County, and suggests the future uses of tHe land already 
withdrawn from cultivation. At present, however, the 
picture is: incomplete because no valuations have been 
reported for truck crops: other fruits, such as plums: or 
special crops, such as sorghum all of which if reported, would 
make the list of twenty-seven agricultural commodities from 
Lebanon County in 1936 much higher. It is significant how- 
ever in the nation at large 64 principal crops are reported to 


the Government, and the list of them may be suggestive in 


the situation in Lebanon County when economic conditions 
- are more favorable, for the advantages that widely diversi- 
fied crops may bring. In addition to the 27 commodities on 
the lists given, and which apparently indicate a somewhat 
fixed pattern in Lebanon County Agriculture, the farmer 
meanwhile may experiment further with flaxseed. grain 
sorghums, wild hay, sweet sorghum for forage and hay, 
timothy seed, red and alsike clover seed, sweet clover seed, 
lespedeza seed, alfalfa seed, soybeans for beans or industrial 
Purposes, cowpeas for peas, peanuts for nuts, velvet beans, 
sorgo for sirup, sugar beets, broomcorn, hops, maple products, 
etc., when Lebanon County may produce some or more of the 
preceding in addition. to the kinds seen in the appetizing dis- 
plays of home grown vegetables at the Lebanon markets. — 
: \ 


* Mr. Berger adds that the d. furnishes fully half of the gross 
income of the farms in the County. € present and pressing. problem of 
the dairy is the eradication of disease,. particularly Bang's disease. The 
next problem is that of constructive breeding inthe dairy.“ 
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The value of farm property was highest in 1920 at 
$22,407,432. However, from a valuation of $15,524,180 in 


1910, it had increased to $19,341,406 in 1930 or 24.5%. The 
total value of lands and buildings which was $12,723,888 in 
1910. grew to $16,669,483 in 1920 but was $14,221,557 in 
1930, a loss of 11.8% as compared with 1920. The value of 
crops was greatest in 1920, totalling $4,913,797, although it 
had developed from $2,339,232 in 1910 to $3,586,270 in 1930 
and to $3,729,820 in 1936, a gain of 4% since 1930. The 
worth of the livestock in 1920 was $3,778,428. In 1910 it was 
$1,942,136; in 1930, $3,173,920; the latter representing an 
addition of 58.2%. By 1937, however, it fell to $2,779,620, 
a loss of 11.6%. On the other hand, the value of livestock 
products was lower in 1920 than in any year considered, but 
it had grown from $2,244,750 in 1910 to $2,740,270 in 1930 
or 22.8%, later falling to $2,366,740 in 1936, a loss of 13.6%. 

Some average rankings for the agricultural products of 
Lebanon County among the 67 Counties of the State and over 
the years 1933-1936, are as follows: 


CROPS. 


Third in held crops per acre; 5th in tobacco production; 
8th in winter wheat; 9th in barley; 10th in corn and peaches; 
13th in fied crops and total value of field crops;- 16th in 
potatoes; 20th in grapes; 21st in fruit; 23rd in oats; 24th in 
value ofAame hay: 26th in apple production; 29th in pears; 
30th in cherries; 33d in rye; 66th in buckwheat. 
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see, 


ea 


Livestock and Livestock Products 


Third in the average number of livestock per farm; 6th in 
the number of mules and mule colts and their value; 17th in 
valuation of all cattie; 18th in the value of milk cows, value 
of chickens, praduction of eggs; 19th in the value of egg pro- t 
duction; 20th in the value of livestock and milk products; 21st . | 
in the number of chickens and amount of milk produced; | 
22nd in the value of swine; 25th in the ngfmber of swine; 26th 
in the number of milk cows and heifers; 34th in the value of 
honey;. 36th in the number of horses and colts; 37th in the 
value of horses and colts; 38th in the value of sheep; 41st in 
the production of wool; 42nd in the value of the wool pro- : H 
duced; 45th in the production of honey; 50 th in the number ‘ 
of beehives: 52nd in the valuation of beehives: 61st in the | 
butter production and the value of this product. i 


a SS 


As was brought out previously, economic conditions, ex- gi: 
haustion or erosion of the soil, have forced the withdrawal | 
from cultivation of over 31,000 acres of Lebanon County 
farm land, while so far as the food supply of this region. is 
concerned, compensation for the acreage reduction seems to < 
have been made mostly through a greater productivity per | 
farm through improved agricultural measures and the use of 
selected strains of plants and livestock. This policy will | } 
doubtless be continued and may result in a further reduction of 
of acreage. To what uses, then, may this abandoned acre- qe: 
age be put? 


While the following possibility will be discussed more fully a 
in a later section of the paper, it has been claimed that if the : 
United States raised enough food to supply its people with ‘a . i : 
LIBERAL diet, that is adequate nutrition and sufficient : 
vitamins and minerals, it would have to produce 70% more 
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dairy cows, 100% more vegetables, 100% more fruits, and 
more meat in varying percentages—statements which may 
furnish an important clue to the future possibilities of Agri- 
culture in Lebanon County, and especially in its relationship 
to the Food and Kindred Products Industries. The rankings 
given for Crops, Livestock and Livestock Products are indica- 
tive to some extent of future trends, or at the very least. 
represent helpful experience. Land no longer suitable for 
field crops, truck patches. special crops of one kind or the 
other, may then be devoted to grazing or reforestation. It is 
important to remember that while the population of Pennsyl- 
vania is about 8% of the country’s total, the State raises less 
than 1% of the sheep it consumes, about 1.4% of its beef cattle 
and about 1.5% of its hogs. Other land will be retiréd from 
agricultural uses by further developments in the Mine and 
Quarry Products Industries. Suggesgive also in the situa- 
tion is an extract from correspondence concerning the Agri- 
cultural Conservation Program in Lebanon County during 


1037 


“One of the objectives of the 1937 Agricultural Conserva- 
tion Program is to help farmers increase the acreage of soil- 


conserving crops on their farms. This end is attained by 


giving them financial aid in establishing permanent pastures. 
reclaiming depleted pastures by treatment of lime and Fertil- 
izers, seeding alfalfa, seeding clover and timothy, planting 
forest trees, and by applying lime and fertilizer to fields that 
will be seededvin soil-conserving crops in 1938. 


According to Mr. Harry S. Forney, President of the Leba- 
non County Agricultural Conservation Association, of the 
842 farmers participating, a large percentage of the farmers 
will have taken definite steps in either increasing their-soil- 
conserving acreage by seeding new pastures, establishing 
ew seedings of alfalfa, and clover and timothy, or have 
applied practices that will have their soil in good condition 
for'such seedings in 1938. A few farmers have planted 
deciduous and evergreen forest trees on fields not suited to 
economical crop production. Farmers carrying out such 
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om, 


Practices year after year will leave as a heritage soil that will 
produce good crops’. 


i Accordingly, we may hope for the time when Lebanon ° 
County will not only provide liberally by way of food pro- 
ducts for its own citizens but also profitably assume its share © 
of the burden with regard to the more highly industrialized 
regions. This seems to be largely a matter of agricultural] 
Promotion and a sales technique designed to present Leba- 
non County farm products more favorably to the public, for 
there seems to have been a time when they were more widely 
known. ia 
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The Trends of Industry in 

: 

: Lebanon County 

(1916-1933) 

i tat teeinibeanasardyatcoran Aeiernigien 

1 

H While all of the Country felt the economic and _ social 
: effects of the depression of 1929-33 to some extent, we are 
1 ~ impressed by the fact that in certain sections the effects were 
He much less severe than in others. This was even the case with 
a some localities in Lebanon County where Palmyra for ex- 
e ample was said to have had very little unemployment favored 
He not only by its own industries but also those of Dauphin 
By County at Hershey. Because of the intimate relationship 
i between industry and modern life, the human distress 
i involved in the fluctuations of the business cycle can 


frequently be connected with the degree of stabilization of its 
industries. Industries have located in Lebanon County, kept 
going, flourished or passed. Accordingly we may ask: what 
types of industries have found Lebanon County to be most 
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region, fourth with 19; the Schaefferstown region, -fifth with 
11; Richland and its vicinity, sixth with 9. Cornwall and 
Jgnestown, seventh with six. All are ranked by the number 
of establishments in their districts. The remaining center 


#3 favorable for their existence as indicated over a term of years. 
Re A compilation by the author (7) indicates that approxi- 
i mately 345 industries exist in Lebanon County at the present 
Fy) ; 

fi time, based on the assumption that an industry can be a one 
if man affair. This list is basic to the following discussion. Of 
a these 345 industgies, 218 are found in Lebanon itself. Com- 
tr bining the remaining industries around what seems to be their 
li ‘centers’, we find that the Myerstown area is second with 
ine 35; Palmyra and its vicinity, third with 24; the Annville 
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al 7. N. M. Grier. A list of the Industries of Lebanon County, Pennsyl- 
vania in 1935. Classified by the product produced and the location of the 
‘ Industry. On file at the Chamber of Commerce Lebanon, Pennsylvania. : 
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ranked in order are Fredericksburg 6; Newmanstown, 5: 
Campbelltown 4; the Colebrook region 2. Classified by a 
terminology of major groups of industries, establishments 
producing food and kindred products have 110 representa- 
tives; textiles and textile products 47: secondary metal pro- 


aa! 


ducts 40; lumber and its remanufacture 27; paper and printing © 


industries 24; mine and quarry products 23; miscellaneous 
products 21; tobacco and its products 16: chemicals and allied 
products 14; clay, glass and stone products 12; leather and 
rubber goads 7; primary metal products 2: railroad shops 2. 
It should be remembered, however, that a large number of 
establishments in a given industry does not n essarily mean 
that its value of production will be high. Additionally, the 
available statistics are somewhat incomplete. Neverthless, 
certain trends appear to be quite definite. 


A slight increase has occured in the number of kinds of 
industries reported as Operating in the County since 1916 
(4). While 76 at that time, the number was 83 in 1933, the 
average for the period being 81. This is regarded by some 
as a fair diversification, but-advantages would come with a 
greater variety. For example, 319 different kinds of industries 
are listed for the State as a whole. The number of individuals 
operating industries seems to be gradually declining, 108 in 
1923, 86 in 1933, the average for the period being 89. 
Partnership have also decreased from 45 in 1923 to 42 in 
1933, the average being 39. Corporations have also declined 
in numbers from 103 to 77 in this period with an average 


~ number of 85. In Lebanon itself there has been a decline in 


the number of kinds of industries from 79 in 1919 to 59 in 
1933, the average number being 63. The number of individu- 
als operating industries declined trom 46 to 35- during 1923- 
33; the partnership from 18 to 16 with an average of 16 for 
the period. The number of corporations has also decreased 
from 57 to 47 during this time, with an average of 49. In 
general, one could say that the tendency for the industries in 
Lebanon County has been to become more “compact.” If the 
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day of old fashioned individual workmanship is regretably 
passing, the succeeeding tendency has brought the advan- 
tages of a greater stabilization of the most important indus- 
tries involved, and with benefits to the public at large. : i 


In connection with the preceding data, it is of historical  : 
interest to note some of the industries which apparently have 
disappeared from Lebanon County. They included the man- 
ufacture of organs and wagons, bed springs, box cars, cinder 
ladles, blower engines, incubators, rope, matches, paper, 
bicycles, automobiles, automobile tires, nailless horseshoes, 
tivetless chains, washing machines, gasoline engines, men’s 
hats, crockery, cream beer, windmills, plows, canvas gloves, 
liquid air, the fulling mills industry, and blast furnaces. 
Trades which no longer appear to be represented are pottery, 
tanning, coopering, malleable iron manufacture. Others like 
individual boot and shoe making are rapidly disappearing. 
Offsetting these losses to a certain degree in the past were 
upward trends in the textiles and textile products, food and 
kindred products, paper boxes, chemicals, clay glass and 
stone products, secondary metal products. 


1929 was an excellent year for all the industries, but was 
not in every case their best year, (Table III). Fluctuations 
occurred in all of them, 1916-31 and particularly in 1929. If 
we list the groups of industries in the order of their average 
annual production for the period 1916-33, combining the data 
for primary and secondary metal products as has been done 
in later State reports, Textiles and Textile Products lead in 
importance in Lebanon industries followed by Metal Pro- 
ducts; Food and Kindred Products: Leather and Rubber 
Goods; Mine and Quarry Products; Miscellaneous Products: 
Paper and Printed Products: Tobacco and its Products; 
Chemical and Allied Products; Lumber and its Re-manu- 
facture; Clay, Glass and Stone products. 
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Additionally, when grouped by their annual production for 
1933, we find the Textiles still leading and in succession the 








2 oN il 


SOME SociAL AND Economic TRENDS... 143 etd 


Metal Products; Foods; Mistellaneous; Leather and Rubber: 
Paper and Printing; Mine dnd Quarry Products; Tobacco: 
Lumber and its Re-manufacture; Chemicals; Clay, Glass and 
Stone Industries. Industrial Lebanon County, then, is for 
the present predominantly Textile and Textile products at 
this time and in becoming so, the Metals and Metal Products 
Industries have been left rather far behind, amounting in 
1933 to nearly $10,000,000 of difference in the value of pro- i 
duction. We note that the Textiles make use of Lebanon F 
County's labor assets and import their raw materials. The fi 
Metals, however, make a more limited use of the labor assets, | . i 
and this is important, do not use in manufacture as much of . 
the iron ore locally produced as the¥ did in the past. How- a | 


ever Textiles and Textile Products are greater necessities to et 
the human race at this time than are Metals and Metal : 
Products. mt 

TABLE III | 


LEBANON COUNTY INDUSTRIES 


Years with Maximum, Minimum and Mean (with nearest. 
year to mean) and including 1933- for: 


Groups of Capital Invested Value Production Tot. Em- 14 
Industries and Year and Year Dloyees Yr. 


{ 

A. Chemical and $ 158,200 1928 $ 458,400 1927 43 1929 i 
Allied Products 65,800 1930 146,600 1933 28 1933 i 
124,187 1927 293.625 1929 36 ©1931 i | 

| 


151,900 1933 

B.aiGlay.. Glass $ 363.400 1931 $ 430,200 1928 134 1930 
and 185.000 1933 68,000 1932 49 1933 | 

Stone Products 276,437.50 1927 ~ 212.400 1931 98 1927 | 
79.900 1933 } 

C. Food and $2,790,200 1926 $5,821,400 1930 889 1933 | 


Kindred Products 2,333,800 1929 3,717,800 1932 663 1926 | 
2,634,237 Toe Lala sinelOZee 756011929 

2,667,300 1933 4,531,000. 1933 | 

| 

| 


D. Leath d 2,423,700 1926 $4,270,500 1926 1500 1926 
Rubber esods: 980.000 1928- 2,823,000 1933 977 ‘1928 
1,885,450 1932 3,681,562 1930 1206 1931 


1,855,300 1933 LTRS evi bk x: 
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TABLE III (Cont’d) oe 
t 
3. Groups of Capital Invested Value Production Tot. Em- 
‘ Industries and Year and Year Dloyees Yr. 
f E. Lumber and its $ 323,200, 1928 $ 411,700 1926 138 | 
: Re-manufacture 256,500: 1929 148,400 1933 94 ee 
t 306,575 1925 290,187 1929 116 1931 
: 280,800 1933 
; F. Paper and Print- $1,552,100 1929 $1,724,800 1929 570 1929 
F ing Industries 1,184,100 1926, 41,047,600 1932 475._ 1932 
3 1 455, 912 1928 1,448,462 1931 540 1931 
: 1,522,200 1933 1,130,300 1933 490 1933 
> G. Textiles and $3,377,700 1933 $18,749 600 1930 4715 1933 
[ Textile Products 1,534,900 1927 11,239,100 1926 2615 1926 
2.673.425 192951 53175, sli S25 okie O29 
: 143943800 ©1933 


H. Primary *$16.923,200 - ~1919*$32,786,000 1919 *4658 1919 
Metals and t 4,008,100 ~ 1927 + 3,005,700 1929 FaeSID wl 929 
Metal Products 2.804,400 1930 + 1,831,000 1937 + 661 1930 
6,581,514 1929..5,.2,981,742 «1929 e333 5et 029 
704, ee 1933 “ 5.793.902 1933 *2792° 1933 


13, 
$1 6,003,000 19294$14,414,200 1929 +3827 1929 
10, 
2, 


















+p 


I. Secondary 7 
Metals and + 
Metal Products + 


J. Mine and — $11,506,.000.00 1926 3.869.700 1927 1095 1929 


Quarry Products 10.852.600 1933" #9950!2008 19329143 75194933 
9.890.787 1930 \¢ 2.879312, 1926. 675. 1930 


989,800 1928 ¢ 4.638.200 1931 +2744 1930 
80+4.400 1930 + 1,931,000 1927 + 661 1930 


956,700 1933 
K. Tobacco and $ 307,800 1927 $1,230.600 1926 562 1926 
its Products 80.800 1933 211,900 1933 168 1933 


170,037 1928 633.512 61999. 3475 1008 
L. Miscellaneous $ 234.200 1933 4$33375.000) WH9S39 91287481923 


Products 113,700 1928 207,900 419297 | 2415 1976 
198,700 1932 wea ye.ol2 1931 e236 1028 

28261933 

* Includes data for both Primary and Secondary Metals and Metal 
Products. 


: + Covers data for 1926-31 only. 


Illustrative of the importance of the Textiles in the industry 
of the County are the rankings of the County in the State in 
1932 and 1933 as 8th and 9th in the manufacture of cotton, 
; ® wool and mixed hosiery; 7th and 8th in rayon and silk 
' hosiery; 5th and 2nd in shirt manufacture, apparently first in 
handkerchiefs in 1932 and 1933. Of the various metal pro- 
ducts, Primary ones such as iron and steel bars and ferro- 





~ 


SOME SoOcIAL AND EcoNoOmic TRENDs - 145 : 


manganese, and in 1933 top secondary products such as 
drums, stacks, nuts, bolts, etc. by nearly $2,000,000, whereas 
the annual production of Primary Metal Products for the 
period indicated is less than one third of the secondary metal 
production. The County was’l2 th in the production of iron 
and steel bars in 1932; 6th in 1933.. The Food and Kindred 
Products Industry has shown a strong growth over the 
period considered. Lebanon County was eighth in barrels of 
flour produced, 25 th in confectionary, 32nd in ice cream 
manufacture. Many of Lebanon County's industrial pro- 
ducts, including the well-known Lebanon Bologna, are so 
widely known in association with the County as to raise the 
question why the agricultural préducts have not been simi- 
larly pushed in recent years. Miscellaneous Industries such - 
as paint manufacture, dry cleaning, well drilling, scrap iron 

and the like have spurted, replacing rubber and leather goods 

in relative standing, although boot and shoe production in the 

County was indicated as possibly third in the State in 1932 

and 1933.. The development of miscellaneous industries can 

be considered encouraging for its promise of new and more 

varied industries in the County, as meeting the needs of our 

young people for employment. The relative importance of the 

Paper and Printing industry has increased, while that of Mine 

and Quarry products has fallen, although the County was 

first in the State in 1932 and 1933 as to the amount of iron 

ore mined. However, this industry and that of Lumber and - 

its Re-manufacture await the beneficent building boom 

needed by all of the Country at this time. Meanwhile, the 

County in 1933 was 9th in the amount of coal reclaimed from 

streams and 28th in sand and gravel production. 


It is interesting to note that while the tobacco habits of the 
population have changed in the past decade (for example, 
people smoke fewer cigars), that this industry despite a 
marked decline has retained its relative stariding among the 
other groups. While the County ranked 12th in the manu- 
facture of cigars throughout the State in 1932 and 1933, 
favored no doubt by the convenient access of raw materials 
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from adjoining counties, the number of tobacco manufactue» 
ing establishments has noticeably declined in recent years. 
Additionally, the County ranked 8th and 10th respectively in 
the manufacture of cigar boxes in 1932 and 1933, one place 
where Lumber and its Re-mantfacture has held its position. 
Chemicals and Allied Products also show a decline in the 
number of establishments doing business during the period 
studied, but the County was indicated as 7th in the produc- 
tion of fertilizer in 1932 and 1933, even if the farmers of the 
County bought little of it then. Activity in Clay, Glass and 
Stone products is reflected by the standing of the County in 
1932 and 1933, as 35th in the production of brick. A section 
of a letter from Dr. George H. Ashly, State Geologist of 
Pennsylvania to the writer under date of November 23, 1937 
is of interest in connection with a further development of the . 
Clay, Glass and Stone ians industries. 


“In Lebanon County the valley between Route 422 and 
Kittatinny or Blue Mountain is underlain by the Martins- 
burg shale. The Glen-Gery Shale Brick Company is using 
this material at Harrisburg and Reading for a fine line of face 
brick. Therefore it may be assumed that your County has 
abundant material. A larger question is whether there is a 
market already supplied. 


Red shades of the Triassic formation that follow the south 
boundary of the county from South Londonderry to West 
Township are a possible source of brick making material. A 
brick plant at the Royalton, at the mouth of the Swatara uses 
this shale. 


Ganister, used in the manufacture of ganister brick, occurs 
in a narrow band in the mountains across the northern end 
of the County but only 20% of the formation is useable. 


Cement rock probably occurs in the central part of the 
County but the Portland Cement industry is believed to be 
overdeveloped in the State at present.” 
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Judged by the number of establishments and their nature, 
Lebanon City is first in all except the manufacture of leather 
goods where Palmyra leads. [Illustrative of a tendency to 
decentralize, and estimated again from the number of estab- 
lishments only, Cornwall ranks second in miscellaneous pro- 
ducts, third in mine and quarry products. The Schaeffers- 
town region is second with regard to tobacco. Richland is 
second as regards textiles, and third with regard to tobacco 
and leather products. The Myerstown region is second for 
chemical and allied products; clay, glass and stone products; 
lumber and its re-manufacture; secondary metal products. It 
is third in food and kindred products, teatiles and textile pro- 
ducts; fourth in mine and quarry products and tobacco pro- 
ducts. The Annville region is second with regard to the 


production of foods and kindred products, leather goods; 
third in secondary metal products; fourth in lumber and its 
re-manufacture, paper and printing industries, textiles and 
textile products, clay, glass and stone products; fifth in mine 
and quarry products. Palmyra ties for second place as 
regards clay, glass, and stone products; second in the paper 
and printing industry, third as regards lumber and its re-man- 
ufacture: fourth for food and kindred products; sixth for 
mine and quarry products. The Jonestown region is also 
second in mine and quarry products and is eight as regards 
food products establishments. Some will recall the shifting 
in location in certain industries which has taken place. New- 
manstown, for example, is no longer prominent for tobacco 


manutacture. 


Recalling that Lebanon County ranks 33rd in population 
among the 67 Counties of the State, certain other standings 
have been computed which will throw additional light upon 
industrial trends. Accordingly, its average position was 28th 
in capital invested with the maximum in 1920 at $40,112,000; 
minimum, 1916 at $19,988,200; mean, nearest 1922 at 
$33,627,719. Capital invested fell 4% between 1929-32 or 
from $37,163,800 to $35,485,500, and 1.1% between 1932-33 
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to $35,094,000. Additionally, the County ranked 27th in th® 
value of production of factory, mine and quarry products with 
a maximum in 1918 of $65,086,000; a minimum in 1922 of 
$32,090,100, the mean being nearest 1931 at $36,677,881. 
The value of production between 1929-32 fell 46.2% or from 
$49.925,600 to $26,859,100. From 1932 "it tose trom 
$26,859,000 to $33,187,100 or 23.6%. 


The primary horsepower developed by the industries has 
increased from 42,433 first reported in 1928 to 66,338 in 
1933, while the standing in this regard is twenty-seventh in 
the State. The County also ranks 26th in the number of 
electric motors, and 28th in the horsepower of electric 
motors. 


Lebanon City stands 28th among the municipalities of the 
State for capital invested and 24th in the value of production. 
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The Trends of Industrial 
Employment in Lebanon County. 


(1916-1933) 


aww eee ee 


It will be recalled that approximately 46.1% of the gainful 
workers in Pennsylvania are engaged in manufacturing and 
mechanical industries, and in the extraction of coal and other 
minerals. So large a proportion of worWers in the field of 
industry directly reflects the importance of the modern phase 
of the industrial revolution, with its tendency to cut produc- 
tion costs for greater profits, to eliminate the worker in favor 
of the-machine, and without inventing the latter fast enough, 
if that were possible, to take up the slack of unemployment. 
Hence, the interest of the following paragraph from the U. 
S. Census for Manufacturers for 1929 (9)- 


“The total number of persons engaged in manufactures in 
the United States was 1.4% smaller in 1929 than in 1919... 
Wage earners alone, who in 1929 contributed 85.6% of the 
total number of persons engaged, decreased 1.8% during the 
same period. Managerial and clerical staffs, on the other 
hand, increased about 9%, a trend consistent with the increase 
in the number and importance of the central office groups of 
establishments. . . . With reduced personnel, the industries 
turned out 38% larger physical volume of goods in 1929 than 
in 1919,” 


In comparison, the total number of persons engaged in 
Lebanon County industries was 16% smaller in 1929 (4) 
than in 1920, the nearest year of record. Wage earners 


9. Census for Manufacturing, 1929, Chapt. III, Personnel U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Washington, D. C., 
1930. . Pes 
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alone. who in 1929 contributed 92.1% of the total number” 


employed, decreased 16% during the same period. Mana- 


gerial and clerical staffs on the other hand also decreased- 


12¢¢ during this time. With this reduced personnel, the 
industries of Lebanon County turned out 20% smalles 
physical volume of manufacture as gauged by the value of 
production than in 1920. 


We reflect that the prosperity of any country as a whole 
cannot reasonably be conceived as separate from that of its 
inhabitants, and in the case of industrial employees, a major 
group of them is concerned as we gather from the political 
development of the time. If wages are low in industry and 
the cost of living high or increasing, business and agricultural 
interests must also suffer. Transformed natural wealth may 
leave such a region or remain dn a form not easily reassimil- 
able after some years. 
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The Trends of Employment for 
Wage Earners 


ee ed 


A. National] 


Glancing again at the situation in the country as a whole 
we find that between 1929-35, (6, loc. cit.) the decline of 
employment among wage earners was relgtively greater than 
in the employment of salaried workers.*? Between 1929-32, ~ -F 
the number of wage earners in selected industries decreased 
41%, whereas the number of salaried employees in the same ~ 
industry decreased 28%. In 1933, employment among wage 
earners increased but there was a further drop in the number 
of salaried workers, while in 1934-35 employment rose more 
rapidly among them than ‘in the salaried workers. — Net 
declines, 1925-35, was 26% for both salaried employees and | 
wage earners. On the whole, salaried wage earners in- ae 
creased 24% from-1930-35. | 


B. Lebanon County. 


In comparison, and between 1929-33, the decline of 
employment among wage earners in Lebanon County was 
somewhat greater than the employment of salaried workers. 
Between 1929-32 the number of wage earners in the indust- 
ries decreased 15.4% whereas the number of salaried 
employees in the same industries decreased 15.1 J. In 1933. 
employment among wage earners increased 1dis3 fe: but there 
was a further drop of 5.9% in salaried workers. Net 
declines, 1925-33, were 17.2% for salaried employees and 
3.8% for wage earners. On the whole, salaried wage 
earners decreased 18.3% from 1930-33. The following 
statistics are concerned with the average number of employees 


in each classification. : % 
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1. Male Wage Earners. 


Off hand opinion would state that employment opportuni- 
ties for this group were greatest when the Primary (heavy) 
Metal Industries in Lebanon werefin a more dominant 


position; hence, at the time of the World War, 1918. This 


is indeed the case, and a maximum of employment for all 
time considered was reached with 10,247 workers. Read- 
justments in industrial operations which followed in succeed- 
ing years, curtailed employment, and it fell by 32% to 6960 
in 1929 and 40.9% by 1933. At the depth of the depression, 
1932, this fell, however, 18% to the record minimum of 5,705, 
climbing 6.1% to 6054 by 1933 as industrial recovery com- 
menced. 1924, with 7754 was the year nearest the average 
number employed, that is, the mode of the curve of employ- 
ment, over the observed period. One might hazard the 
guess that unless Lebanon County is able to attract additional 
industries, requiring men, rather than machines, future in- 
dustrial employment for the male population under ordinary 
circumstances will scarcely exceed 8,000, if indeed it reaches 
that figure. In 1933, Lebanon was 30th in standing among 
the 67 counties of the State as regards the number of male 
wage earners. This was also its approximate standing for 
the past seven years. 


2. Female Wage Earners. 


Interesting contrasts to the preceding are offered by the 
data concerning female wage earners. The latter reached 
their maximdm in 1933 with 4418, a gain of 12.1% ‘over 1929. 
The minimum was in 1916 with 2460. 1920, a semi-boom 
year with 3388 was the year nearest the average number 
employed during this period which increased, according to 
the statistics, even during the depression. and 83:6% 
since 1916. Such a gain in the employment of 


@ women may be interpreted as part of a nation wide trend 


for the. displacement of men by women in various walks of 
life, where at all possible, and caused in part by financial 
. problems involved. Certainly, women are AEST men in 
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Lebanon County industries, but this is also due in part to the 
entrance of certain industries especially the textiles in the 
place of those which have declined. In 1933, the County 
ranked 14th according to the number of female wage earners, 
its approximate standing for the past seven years having been 
15th. Evidently, some of the boys who become dissatisfied 
with farm life will have to look further afield for employment, 
and that is also true for certain types of city boys. 


3. Employees of Minor Age. 


The situation with regard to this group is of interest 
because they competed in some cases with adults for the 
available jobs during the depression. In general, they lost 
Out» 2 . saa ‘A 


Minor boy wage earners as a group were greatest in 1918 
with 262 but between 1929 and 1933 they had fallen 88% 
to 9! The years 1922 and 1926 were nearest the mode of the 
curve for the period with 122 boys reported at work. 


'279 minor girls were reported as being employed in 1923, 
but between 1929 and 1933 théy had decreased 79% to 33, 
with the year 1916 nearest the mode of the curve. The 
stronger tendency to employ minor girls may be noted. 

Briefly, the trend in industry is to completely eliminate 
minor boys and girls, a highly pleasing tendency at the 
_ present time when society is planning to prolong the educa- 
tional period of our youth. However, the statistics upon 
which the above conclusions are based seem somewhat incom- 
plete, and the classification itself is a confusing one. 


4, Salaried Males. 


The data covers the years 1920-33 during which this group 
reached its maximum with 867, in 1920, falling gradually to 
the minimum of 583 in. 1933 representing 25% less by that 
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year, and approximately 21% between 1929-33. The year @» 
1921 was nearest the mode of the curve with 761, and during 
this period several industries transferred their activities else- 
where. It seems quite possible that the decline in the number 

if of salaried males may continue. Mevertheless this trend for 
Lebanon County is seen to be at variance with that earlier * 
! described. 


.. Salaried Females. 


ie This group for the period indicated was also at a maxi- 
: Bs mum in 1920 at 250. This declined 22.4% by 1933. The 
minimum was in 1928 at 180, while 193] was nearest the © 
i mode of the period with 202. Furthermore, there was 4 
decrease from 207 in 1932 to 194 in-1933, but practically no 
decrease since 1929. Despite fluctuations, the salaried females 
group seems to have held its place much better than the males. 
Prior to 1933, there was evidence of an increased: degree of 
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F 6. Total Number of Employees. 

i 14.431 were reported at work in 1920, falling to Lig925) in 

fi 1929 ard to 10,334 in 1932, but increasing to 11,244 in 1933, - 
E i916 was the year nearest the mode of the curve for the 

b period, with 12, 181.,and near which height future employ- 


} 


ment may “eventually Sreses ii oso tepanon ranked 23rd 
among the Counties according to the number of employees, 
having averaged 28th for the preceding 11 years and 33d in 
rank of pgpulation among the Counties of the. State. This 
apparently indicates a rather rapid rate of recovery from the 
depression. 


The average number of employees was greatest jin 1918 

totaling 13,551; least in 1932 with 9,408, 1933 showing an 

increase to 10,432. 1919 was nearest the mode for the period. 

— with: 11,142. 1931owas slightly more than 100 below this, 

- ~ but.the :gains-in--the employment of women were _ largely 
sesponsible. _- . a: BAT, t H5F : 
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7. Racial Classification of Employees. a 
The number of white Americans employed was greatest 
in 1918 with 11,316 persons at work; least in 1921 with 
8,473; 1930 with 9,962 was nearest the mode. | 


Negro employment reached a maximum in 1917 with 411, 
dropping in 1933 to 28. 1918, an exceptionally favorable 
year for employment was nearest the mode of 115. Employ- 
ment among this race, not readily adaptable to the conditions 
of Lebanon County has steadily receded, due in large part to 
the withdrawal of certain industries. 


Employment conditions for foreigners were apparently 
most favorable in 1916 when 2246 were at work however they 
dropped steadily to 297 in 1933, two less thar the 1932 level. 
1919 and 1920 were the years nearest the mode of 1973 at 
work. Continuing employment for foreign elements. under 
the conditions of the depression seems to represent a signi- 
ficant trend, and. local agencies should continue their efforts 
toward the Americanization and Naturalization of this group. 
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: Il. THE TREND OF WAGES AND 
i SALARIES. 
a National. ' t 


We oe ~ 4 

Referring to U. S. Government data (6,loc. cit.) the per _ 
Capita income of the employees in all industries declined 25%, 

during this period, the cost of living decreased 24% between - 
1929 and 1935 according to information from the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. From 1933-35 the average compensation of 
employees increased 9% over that of 1933, whereas the cost 
of living index rose 8%. However, it is Stated that if the 
total labor income is divided by the total number of employees, 
the resulting per capita income would show a much greater 
decline than did the cost pf living. From 1929-33 the aver- 
age wages per full ae et €arner in manufacturing in- 
dustries declined 34%, whtreas average salaries dropped only 
21%. Average salaries in 1934 fell off slightly: average 
wages increased 10% and in 1935 average wages increased 
more than average salaries. The decline in labor income is 

particularly serious in the light of the absolute /dependence- 
of most employees, especially those in the lower income 
brackets, upon wages and salaries. Generally, these workers 
have no other source of income nor do they have large sav- 
ings to expend when current income decréases. For the 
average full time wage earner in the United States, income 
Hk dgopped from an average of $1404 in 1929 to $929 in 1932 
t rising to $1117 in 1935. During this time, however, the 
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index of the cost of living fell from 100 ($1404) to 66.2 in 
1932, rising to 79.6 in 1935. For Salaried employees, the 
; ae average wage was $1383 in 1929, $1072 in 1933, and $1162 
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in 1935. The index of cost of living was correspondingly 
100,79, and 84 respectively. 


B. Lebanon County. 


In Lebanon County from 1929-33 the average wages per 
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full time wage earner in industry declined 42.8% whereas 
average salaries dropped only 21.5%. For the average wage 
earner in the County, income dropped from an average of 
$974.50 in 1929 to $493.06 in 1932, rising about 11% to 
$557.29 in 1933. For salaried employees the average wage 
was $2279.03 in 1929; falling approximately 23% to $1737.28 
in 1932; rising 2.6% to $1783.62 in 1933. During the period 
1919-33, the average wage per employee was greatest in 
1920 at $1026.01, least in 1932 at $493.06, with 1931 at 
$680.30 nearest the mean. In 1933, Lebanon County. ranked 
54th among the Counties of the State in the average wage 
paid its employees. a ¢ oir 

Studies of the Brookings Institution indicate (10) that in 
1929, there were 3.8 million families with incomes ranging 
from $500 to $1,000, and over 10 million families in the nation 
receiving from. $1,000 to $2,000. Thus, over 60% of the 
total number of families were receiving less than. $2,000. 
Quoting further from this article, ‘incomes of this scale are 
insufficient to give health and efficiency, not to mention the 
conveniences and luxuries of life. According to’ dietary 
studies conducted by the Bureau of Home Economics of the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture, it is not until families have 
incomes of $3,000 that enough is spent on food to obtain an 
adequate diet of reasonably well selected foods ie. the “liberal 
diet” discussed earlier in this paper. Of the urban families 
in this country, 74% did not have sufficient income in 1929 to 
provide an 27188 diet at moderate cost, and as many as 
90% were not in a position to enjoy what the Bureau of 


Home Economics regards as a liberal diet—which means 


adequate nutrition, and a substantial margin of safety with 
regard to vitamins and minerals. 


4 


But would a2 income permit this? If the 81 billions 

10. Motlton, Harold.G. “In. Deferise: of: Ae. tte Work: “Week.” 

Annals of the American Academy“ “of- Pollucakignd Secs Sone Vol 
184, p. 68-71. March 1936. aay a eae , 
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lis of goods and services produced in 1929 hod b&&n equally 
He divided among the American people, each individual would 
re have received but $665; each family about $2900. With ~ 
capacity production and employment, the 97 billion§ that 
might have been produced would have given each person but 
a $800. In brief, a liberal diet would require an increase in the 
fi production of consumers goods by something like 75%. 


With regard to the above estimates as to the cost of living, 
be we must recall that they are for the large urban community 
3 and that local conditions would reduce such an estimate for 
the smaller communities represented by Lebanon County. 
Hr _ Moreover, in the absence of special studies on the cost of 
living in Lebanon County, we must remain content for the 
present to emphasize the importance of improving agri- © 
cultural practice in the County, and stimulating the further 
growth of its industties. However, if a greater purchasing 
power on the part of industrial employees can be conceived 
as benefitting the agricultural interests, we may not assume 
that they will do so without further educational measures for 
-all concerned. Lebanon County ranked 27th according to the 
: amount of wages paid in 1933, its approximate standing for 
the preceding years having been 3lst. : 
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1. Male Wage Earners. 


The average annual male wage during the years 1920-33 
~ was greatest in 1920 at $1198.31. $974.50 in 1929, it de- 
creased by 41.7% in 1932 to $567.34, increasing to $647.60 
Be. Dy. in’ 1933 or about 14%. It will be noted that this wage is 
. about one-third higher than the female wage for the year. 1925 
x was nearest the mode year for the period with $1074.75. 
: 1931 was over $200 below the average. In 1933 Lebanon 
County ranked 49th according to the.average male wage, its 
average standing for the past seven years. It also stood 
thirty-third among the Counties with regard to the amount 
of male wages paid during this period. Additional ‘data'con- © 
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cerning wages paid in this and other classifications will be 


| 
found in Table IV. | 


2. Female Wage Earners. 


The average annual female wage for the years. 1920-33. 
was greatest in 1926 at $622.95. $588.89 in 1929, it fell ~- 
35.6% in 1933 to $378.64 increasing to $433.54 in 1934 or 
26%. This wage was about one third less than that of the 
male employee for the year. 1930 was nearest the mode with 
$547.85. 1931 was less than $100 below the average. In 
1933 Lebanon County ranked 3¢’st according to the average 
female wage, its approximate standing for the past seven 

years having been 40th. The facts evident from Table IV 
further emphasize the importance of female. labor in Leba- 
non County industries at this time. In 1931; Lebanon County 
ranked 13th in the State according to the-amount of female 
wages paid, having an Suetage of 16th for the preceding 
seven years. 


3. Minor Boy and Girl Wage Earners. 
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The average annual wage for minor boys was $316.84 in 
1920. $325.2% in 1927, $188.88 in 1933. .The average 
annual wage for minor girls was $343.60 in 1920, $325 in 





1927, $84.84 in.1933. 

| 4, Male Salaries. none 
We conclude from Table IV that male salaries in Lebanon - i 

County had not started to recover by 1933. The average ~ faa lee 

male salary fell 21.2% from $2618.88 in 1929 to $2061.56 in “= 


1932, rising 2.6% to.$2115.60 in 1933. For the entire period. 
1920-33, the average “inale salary reached its maximum in 
1930 at $2305.18; its: minimum in 1932 at $2061 while 1931" 
at $2305.18 was the year: nearest, ibe mean. 
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TABLE IV 


(1920-1933 
LEBANON COUN INDUSTRIES 


Wages and Salaries Paid and Other Data 


Years of Maximum, Minimum and Mean (with nearest 
year to mean) and including 1933 


Male Wages 1920 $11,292,300 Male 1929 $2,037,500 
1932 3,236,700 Salaries 1933 1 233,400 
1927 7,859,700 1924. 1,748,500 
1933 3,920,600 : i Ars 
Female 1929 $ 2,257,600 Female 1927 ~ 9. 8206:300 
Wages 1932 1,402,100 Salaries 1922 129,200. 
193] 1,906,721 F 1933 170,834 
1933 1915400 . § 1933 152.400 
Minor Boy = 1920 $ 79,200 ~Mingr Girl 1920 $ 85,900 
Wages £933 1,700 Wages 19335 2,800 
| 1927 30,950 1926 54,083 
| 
“Average 1918 13,551 Average Annual 1919 $5,360.26 
Number of 1932 9,408 Production per 1932 2,854,92 
Employees 1919 - 11,142 Employee 1930 4.329199 
Dice 1933 10.432 1933 3,169.13 
Per Capita 1931 $218.45 Per Capita 193ivea $a 422.92 
Savings 1932 199.71 Bank 1932 390.10 
1933 188.44 Resources 1933 _ 382.10 


Total Wages 1920 $15,568,800 
and Salaries 1932 6,074,600 
» 1928 11,466,429 

1933 7,221,800 
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5. Female Salaries. 


It also appears that female salaries in Lebanon County have 
been slower to adjust than income at the wage earners level. 
The average female salary fell 16.4% from $923.07.in 1929 
to $771.45 in 1932, rising 1.8% in 1933 to $785.56.° For the 
entire period 1920-33 the average female salary reached its 
maximum in 1929 at $923.07; its minimum in 1922 at $694. 08, 
while 1925 at $815.23 was the year nearest the mean. 


Comparisons with the incomes of other groups (7,loc. cit.) 
may be of interest. Over the period 1920-36, and on a 
country wide basis the average annual earnings in Medicine 
were $4850; Law $4630; Engineering, $4410; Dentistry, 
$4,170; Architecture, $3,820; College Teaching, $3050; 
Journalism, $2,120; Library work, $2,020; Ministry, $1980; 
Skilled trades, $1430; Public School teaching, $1350; Nursing; 
$1310; Unskilled labor, $795; Farming, $580; Farm labor, 
$485. One of the conclusions ofthe author of this work is 
that the average citizen would like to earn about one third 
more than he does! 


THE VALUE OF THE WORK OF THE EMPLOYEES. 


ee ed 


The average annual production per employee, 1919-33 was 
greatest in 1919 with $5360.26 per employee; least in 1932 
with $2854.92 increasing to $3,169.13 in 1933 or 9.9%, the 
average of $4329.99 being nearest that for 1930. This fact 


’ when compared with the wage increases given, will illustrate 


the financial problems of the industrialists during the recovery 
period. Further insight is furnished by the data on per capita 
savings and per capita bank resources in Table IV. For the 
years 1931- 33 Lebanon County averaged 33d in standing} in 
the State in per capita savings. For the same period. iit 
averaged 31st in. per capita bank resources. In 1933 Leba- 
non County ranked 25th in the State according to the average 


annual production per employee, 34th having been i its: aver~~ eet 


age position for the past 15 aa 
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LABOR TURNOVER AMONG THE EMPLOYEES. 


wawnw nee ee 


Labor turnover is measured in terms of the ratio of those 
who leave their employment in a given period—usually as- 
sumed to be a year-to the average number who have been on 
the pay roll during the same period. It is due to a variety of 
causes embodied under the heads of resignations, discharges, 
lay-offs, and physical reasons including death. The only 
data available for discussion is that from certain groups of 
industries given in the Occupational Survey for Vocational 
Education conducted by the Public Schools of Lebanon in ~ 
1936. (II). Inasmuch as the worst damage done by the 
depression throughout the world was in the great recession 
of human standards, it is highly gratifying to note that the 
labor turnover for these industrieg is on the whole commend- 
ably low. In the shirt making oh Rey it averaged from 6- 
10%; in the weaving industry it varied from 30% for the 

eavers reported by the Survey to 9% reported by the 

mployers, with 14.6% calculated by the writer. In the metal 
working industries, turnover was 5%, this low percentage in 
part being due to the required physical examination 
of all new employees, and the fact that these manufacturers 
are well acquainted with the labor market. Among garage 
employees it varied from 9-12%, 12% or less in 1930 was con- 
sidered to be the desirable maximum in turnover, a greater 
degree being interpreted as reflecting the desires and attitudes 
of the eriployees (12). Conditions, however, have changed 
since then. With regard to the higher average rate among the 
weaving industries, the factor of considerable eyestrain, which 


Il. Occupational Survey for Vocational Education Condvéted by the 
Public Schools of the City of Lebanon in Cooperation with the Division 
of Industrial Education of the Pennsylvania Department of Public 
Instruction and the Division of Vocational Education, Office of Education, 
Department of the Interior, Washington, D. C..p. I-64. Lebanon, Pa., 


_ August 1936. 


12. Personnel Adminstration. Ordway Tead and Henry C. Met- 
calf, Ph. D. McGraw Hill Book Company, New York City. 
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can scarcely be obviated under the conditions, is very likely 
at work. 


In view of what can be inferred from the preceeding, as 
well as the persistent degree of unemployment at this time, 


November, 1937, we may well raise the question as.to 


whether the County now possesses the most advantageous 
combination of industries and if not, how it might be guided 
in obtaining this. Certain clues appear from the summaries 
given in the State publications (4, vide 1933) when we rank 
the classes of industry in the State as a _ whole, 
first by the number of establishments repregented in each 
industry and then by the value of production and capital 
invested in each, subsequently comparing this date with the 
same data from Lebanon County. 1933 is an excellent year 
for such comparisons since by then-the tide of the depression 
had definitely turned. ; 
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: e : 
RANKED BY THE NUMBER OF ESTABLISHMENTS, 


1933. 


STATE AS A WHO 


- Food and kindred products. 
. Textiles and textile products. 
. Metal and metal products 

. Paper and printing industries. 
. Mine and Quarry products. 

. Miscellaneous products. 


. Tobacco and its Products. 
. Leather and Rubber Goods. 
. Railroad Repair Shops. 


N=DOMNDAUBWNH 


Lumber and its re-manufacture. 
. Chemicals and allied products. 
. Clay, Glass & Stone Products. 


LEBANON county} 


- Food and kindred produgts. 

. Textiles and textile products. 
. Metal and metal products 
Lumber and its re-manfacture. 
Paper and printing industries. 
Mine and Quarry products. 

- Miscellaneous products. 

- Tobacco and its products, 

- Chemical and Allied Products. 
- Clay, Glass & Stone Products. 
. Leather and Rubber Goods. 

- Railroad Repair’ Shops. 
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RANKED BY VALUE OF PRODUCTION, 1933, 


STATE AS A WHOLE 


. Metals and Metal Products. 

. Textiles and Textile Pgoducts. 
. Food and Kindred Products. 
..Mine and Quarry Products. 
Chemical and Allied Products. 
Paper and Printing Industries. 
. Miscellaneous Products. 
Leather and Rubber Goods. 

. Clay, Glass & Stone Products. 
. Railroad Repair Shops. 

. Tobacco and Its Products. 
Lumber and its re-manufacture. 


NmOOONAMN BW H 


LEBANON COUNTY 


1. Textiles and Textile Products. 
2. Metals and Metal Products. 
3. Food and Kindred Products. 
4. Miscellaneous Products. 

5. Leather and Rubber Goods. 

6. Paper and Printing Industries. 
7. Mine and Quarry Products. 

8. Tobacco and,its Products. ne 
9. Lumber and its re-manufacture. 
10. Chemicals and Allied Products. 
Wh. oye Glass & Stone Products. 
12. Railroad Repair Shops. 


RANKED BY AMOUNT OF CAPITAL INVESTED, 
1933. 


STATE AS A WHOLE 


. Metals and Metal Products. 

. Mine and Quarry Products. 

. Textiles and Textile Products. 
. Focd and Kindred Products. 
Chemicals and Allied Products. 
Paper and Printing Industries. 
Clay, Glass & Stone Products. 
. Miscellaneous Products. 

. Railroad Repair Shops. 

. Lumber and :its re-manufacture. 
. Leather and Rubber Goods. 
Tobacco and its Products. 
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. LEBANON COUNTY 


1. Metals and Metal Products. 
2. Mine and Quarry Products. 

3. Textiles and Textile Products. 
4: Food and Kindred Products. 
5: Leather“and Rubber Goods. 

6. Paper and Printing Industries. 
7. Railroad Repair Shops. ‘ 
8. Lumber and its re-manufacture. 
9. Miscellaneous Products. . 

10. Clay, Glass & Stone Products. 
11. Chemical and Allied Products. 


‘12. Tobacco and its Products. 
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a. 


One eters from some study of the preceding tables 
that the trend of the industries in Lebanon County parallels 
most closely that of the State as a whole—with regard to 
the rank of each group of them, in the matter of ¢apital 
invested. Therefore, planning for additions to the indust- 
ries already existing in the County, might be such as to bring 
them closer to what is the manifest trend of the group in the 
State but with regard also to the value of production. There 
are indications that some of the groups are already approach- 
ing such a relative level, but others are not and may attain 
such a status only through the introduction of new industries 
in their classification. Moreover, tife disjointing of what is 
apparently the natural trend of the industries, has inevit- 
ably given rise to some unemployment. 


Some will maintain that employment opportunities for 
young people in Lebanon County are more abundant than 
might be inferred from this article. The Occupational 
Survey for Vocational*Education in Lebanon City (II), for 
example, points out that all of the 143 girl graduates of the 
Lebanon High School in 1936 could have been absorbed by 
the power sewing industry, which prefers local help, and 
that there are not enough girls to meet the demand. How- 
ever, the girls must possess previous training for this work, 
and since these industries have no schools of their own, such 
training would have to be added to the curriculum of the 
local schools. Again, the weaving industry had to look else- 
where that year for trained employees to fill 131 jobs, employ- 
ing ‘floating’ weavers from other cities, and thus keeping 
Lebanon residents out of work. Additionally, the metal 
working industries could employ 116 young men yearly, 
provided they were trained by the schools, while despite 
somewhat unfavorable working conditions, 8 or 10 more 
could be used as automotive mechanics. The printing indus- 
try reported an oversupply of journeymen printers., With 
regard to the preceding, the danger is that economic pressure 
may force some of our young people into occupation produc- 
tive of mental maladjustments, and the rate for these is 
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already unusually high in the County at large. Moreover for 
the sake of nation and city, we must continually have in mind 
the cases of the superior, but economically underprivileged, 
school boy or girl and be alert to fprevent their frustration 
through some occupational blind alley. 


We conclude from the data presented that Lebanon 
County is still in need of new industries, not only to provide 
employment for its people, but also to provide greater 
markets for its agricultural products. These industries should 
be, if possible, of the type encouraging greater employment 
among its male population and especially the younger people, 
and may best locate in the smaller communities of the 





County. Authorities speak of the abundance of the water 


supply, and the fact that in special cases it might be readily 


made more adaptable. With 3194 different kinds of indus- 


tries listed in the State (4, loc. cit., 1933, p. 176-81.) it would 
appear that a wider variety than the 83 kinds now listed for 
Lebanon County might be attracted to this region. 


Myerstown, Pa. 
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